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Gala 2024

Discover St. Joan of Arc School 
Accepting applications for the 

2024-25 School Year

4913 Columbia Ave., Lisle IL 60532   |    www.sjalisle.org   |   (630) 969-1732 

Continuous Education 
from Preschool - 8th 

Grade 

Academic Faith Formation

STEM, Art, Spanish, and 
Reading Specialists  

No-cut Sports Teams  
beginning in 5th Grade 

On-site before and after  
school care 

Special scholarships available 

98% Catholic High School  
Acceptance Rate 

TToo  sscchheedduullee  aa  ttoouurr,,  vviissiitt  hhttttppss::////sscchhooooll..ssjjaalliissllee..oorrgg    
aanndd  cclliicckk  oonn  ““TTaakkee  AA  TToouurr””  
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Dear Parents, Parishioners and Guests of St. Joan of Arc School:

As many of you may have observed, this year’s school 
auction has no specific theme or motif. Instead it is simply 
being called a Gala. Because this is not a designation we 
often use, I decided to research the meaning of a Gala 
to discover how it is distinct from other, similar events 
such as a Ball.  Like a Ball, a Gala is a social occasion that 
typically includes a fine dinner, lively entertainment and 
elegant attire. Unique to a Gala however, is that one of its 
high priorities is to raise funds for a specific cause, in this 
case, our parish school.
More often than not, Galas begin at the time of evening and unfold well into the 
night. I was reminded of an essay I read several years ago in which the author noted;

From time immemorial we (sic human beings) have greeted nightfall  
with lifted lamps, joyful song, dancing feet, solemn meals and glittering parties. 
In a word, we’ve made night time human time, a precious repository of meaning, 
pleasure and potential.
   Nathan Mitchell, essay entitled “Night Prayer”
   Assembly, volume 22, Number 3, 1996.

How beautifully this describes the annual St. Joan of Arc Auction dinner which 
this year is named Gala! While helping to raise the needed funds to sustain 
the quality of education that has won the National Blue Ribbon Award for our 
school a third time, our gala does much more. It is indeed a precious repository 
of meaning as parents and teachers share their memories of students whose 
struggles and successes helped to shape them for the future. One also hopes that 
our gala is a pleasurable experience marked by delicious food, time honored 
dancing and the much needed laughter to balance the everyday routine of life. 
And finally, this event surely creates potential and creative possibilities that 
enrich, not only our school, but also our Church since St. Joan of Arc is first and 
foremost a place of Christian formation.
I thank you for attending this year’s Gala, and hope that it will be a repository 
of meaning in which your precious memories are enshrined, honored and 
remembered by all those who will follow us.
Sincerely,

(Reverend) Gabriel B. Baltes, O.S.B.
Pastor



4

Gala 2024

Dear Saint Joan of Arc Families and guests,

It is an honor to welcome you to the 2024 Saint Joan 
of Arc School Gala Auction and Dinner.  I would 
like to extend a sincere thank you to all of our 
donors, families, and community businesses for 
your support and for the auction items donated.  
Thank you also to all of the amazing volunteers 
who have generously given their time, talents, and 
treasure to make this fundraiser possible.

Tonight, we come together once again to support our mission and vision 
for Saint Joan of Arc School.  One of our more recent goals was to obtain 
the Nation Blue Ribon award.  In addition to having high test scores, top 
15% in the nation, each school must prove why they are worthy of this 
award.  Thus, this prestigious award can only be obtained with a fabulous 
teaching staff, an updated curriculum, a great work ethic, a supportive 
community and a common goal.  In the fall, when Saint Joan of Arc School 
was announced as a 2023 Blue Ribbon recipient,  I could not have been 
more proud of everyone involved.  Your generosity helped make this goal 
achievable. 

The proceeds from this evening will contribute to the continued 
improvement and support of the educational experiences of our students 
and support the amazingly dedicated staff.   One of the greatest assets of 
Saint Joan of Arc School continues to be its caring and committed teachers.  
God has called these remarkable men and women to play a vital role in the 
lives of the students in their care.  They work, pray and learn together as a 
team and along side their students.

I’d like to thank Mrs. Maria Anderson and Mrs. Rebecca Giudice for  
planning, creating, and bringing this wonderful event to life for us. We 
hope that you enjoy this lovely evening that celebrates and supports 
Saint Joan of Arc Catholic School.    

      2023
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Program of Events
The 2024 SJA Gala Committee extends its heartfelt gratitude 
to everyone who contributed to making this event possible.  
Let’s come together to make this a night to remember.

6:00 pm Welcome Reception & 
Foyer Silent Auction Preview

7:00 pm Ballroom Opens 

7:15 pm 2024 Gala Kickoff 
Ballroom Blessing by Fr. Gabriel Baltes

 Dinner is Served 

 Launch of  Saint Joan of  Arc School Endowment  
- Tom Giovingo

8:00 pm Silent Auction & Raffle Close

8:00 pm Main Program (Bar Closed)
 Principal’s Vision with Tradition 

 - Principal Michelle Picchione, Principal

 Live Auction 
 - Patrick Krapec

	 Raffle	Drawing	

 Student Speaker 
 - Nate Clinnin, Student Council President

 Gracious Giving and Paddle Drop

9:00 pm After-Party Open Bar in the Ballroom
 Entertainment by A Class Act DJ Service

9:00 pm Item Pickup
Foyer Pick up items by 11:00 pm

  Check out in the Foyer
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Gala 2024
Menu
OPEN BAR

HORS D’OEUVRES
Watermelon Bruschetta with Goat Cheese

Mini Crab Cakes

Southwest Eggrolls

STARTER
STRAWBERRY SPINACH SALAD
Spinach and frisee greens, strawberries, almonds, feta cheese 
and mandarin oranges with champagne vinaigrette

MAIN COURSE Choice of:

BRAISED BONE IN SHORT RIBS 
with Cabernet Demi Glace, served with Yukon Mashed Potatoes 
and Broccolini and Red Peppers

ROASTED CHICKEN BREAST 
with Champagne Chive Sauce, served with Yukon Mashed 
Potatoes and Broccolini and Red Peppers

CAVATAPPI PASTA (vegan and vegetarian) 
Onions, mushroom and spinach served with marinara sauce

DESSERT
TUXEDO BOMB 
Rich chocolate cake layered with milk chocolate and white 
chocolate mousse, covered with chocolate ganache and drizzled 
with white chocolate mousse
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Join the bidding at:
SJAGALA2024.GIVESMART.COM

Online Bidding
The silent auction is open for bidding!

GiveSmart is your source for 
bidding on silent and live 
auctions and Gracious Giving 
during the night.

We are thankful for the 
generous baskets we have to 
offer this year!

Place your bids early and 
keep an eye on your favorites 
throughout the night!

Silent auction closes at 8:00pm.

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
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Gala 2024
Premium Silent Auction

Topping the list of our silent auction items:
• Wine & Cheese Tasting for 8

• Riverside Golf Club Package

• Premium Notre Dame Tickets

• Premium White Sox Tickets

• First Row Bulls Tickets

• Orthodontia Package - Girgis

• Orthodontic Package - Innovative Orthodontic Centers

• Lake Geneva Getaway
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Live Auction
French Bulldog

Meet your new Frenchie Bestie! 

Say hello 
to a 10-month-old Black Tri Male French Bulldog! 
He’s crate-trained, vaccinated and packed with 
personality.

Ready to bring endless love, laughter and cuddles to 
your family? Don’t miss out on this bundle of joy!

Generously donated by Friends of the Gala.
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Gala 2024

1-Night 
Golf Trip to 
Black Sheep

Live Auction

Generously donated by the Solano Family.

Embark on an exclusive 
golf getaway for 7 men at 
the prestigious Black Sheep 
Golf Club, offering 36 holes 
of golf for you and six guys, accompanied by a luxurious 
overnight stay, on property, in the lodge!

Indulge in a catered dinner amidst stunning landscapes, 
followed by the tranquil experience of watching the sunset.
Afterward, enjoy night-time putting under the lights 
on the newly developed 18-hole putting green, with 
additional surprises and delights planned throughout your 
unforgettable journey.
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Live Auction
Private In-Home 
Chef Experience

Indulge in a luxurious 
12-person and 8-course 
dining experience prepared 
by St. Joan of Arc’s esteemed 
chef, Derryk Madsen, who 
has trained under renowned 
culinary masters like 
Wolfgang Puck and  
Terrance Brennan.

Featuring opulent ingredients 
like lobster, caviar, foie 
gras, previous menus have 
included exquisite dishes 
such as Deconstructed Beef 
Wellington and Lobster 
Risotto. 

With a full kitchen and wait 
staff provided, prepare for an 
unforgettable evening of five-
star dining in the comfort of 
your own home.

Generously donated by the 
Madsen Family.
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Gala 2024

Escape to “Cayo Santo” at Puerta Cortes Resort 
for a week-long retreat in La Paz, Baja California Sur, 
Mexico. This stunning 4-bedroom house, accomodating up 
to 9-guests, offers beach access to the exclusive beach 
club “Blue Cortes” and the resort’s amenities, including 
restaurants, a marina, and more, with a private golf cart 
provided for convenience. 

Additionally, enjoy 4 passes to play golf at the prestigious  
El Cotres Golf Club, designed by Gary Player.

Experience the hidden gem of La Paz, renowned for its 
marine adventures and breathtaking landscapes!

Live Auction

La Paz Getaway at 
PUERTA CORTES

Generously donated by the Umana Family.
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Immerse yourself  
in the ultimate VIP experience with 4 tickets to watch the 
Blackhawks face off against the San Jose Sharks on March 17 at 
5:00pm, featuring electrifying teen phenomenon Connor Bedard. 

Enjoy premium near-glass tickets for an up-close view of the 
action. Watch in luxury as you enjoy access to the members-
only Ketel One Club, and navigate Chicago with hassle-free 
parking with a convenient pass for Lot K.

Take advantage of this extraordinary opportunity to witness 
the excitement of NHL hockey up close and in style!

Generously donated by the Mulligan Family.

Live Auction
BLACKHAWKS
VIP EXPERIENCE
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Gala 2024

Live Auction
CHICAGO CUBS 

VIP EXPERIENCE

Experience the ultimate VIP treatment at Wrigley Field with 
4 exclusive tickets to the Catalina Club for the Cubs vs 
Nationals game on Saturday, September 21st at 1:20pm. 

Enjoy VIP entrance privileges, including access to the 
clubs 2 bars and VIP elevators, and a gourmet buffet offering 
unlimited beer, wine ballpark favorites, and upgraded options 
like fish, beef chicken, salads and side.

With the club a few steps behind you, your seats are situated 
right above home plate, below the 7th inning stretch singers. 
You might even make your way on TV!

Don’t forget to grab free Crackerjack and Garrett’s popcorn 
for the perfect finale to an unforgettable day at the ballpark!

Generously donated by Clarion Construction, Inc.
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

This package begins with having the distinct honor of being the home of 
the Spirit of St. Joan of Arc Flame for the next year. This one-of-kind item 
was created by Lisle Heritage Society blacksmith Jim Fousek. 
As Keeper of the Flame for the year you will enjoy the following 
school perks during the 2024-2025 school year:
• Reserved Pew for Christmas and Easter Mass
• All kids drop-off/pick-up in the same location
• A premium parking spot for the year
• Priority selection of WatchDog day for Dad
• Out of Uniform (one selected day a week) 
• Exclusive early access to Uniform Resale
• A complimentary SJA Yearbook/Memory book for 2024-2025
• Nail polish for Catholic Schools Week
• Selection of week for Star of the Week for all of your Primary and 

Elementary aged children
• Priority selection for class project (All Saints Day, Wax Museum, etc) 
• Priority Parent-Teacher Conference sign-up
• Morning Guest announcer for a Week for all of your children
• Pick of Locker(s)
• Special Spirit of SJA T-Shirts for the entire family
• Memorialized on the Spirit of SJA display in the school
The SJA flame is a reminder of the fire of our spirit that burns bright in 
every one of us, in every act we make for ourselves, our families, church 
and community.  May we be inspired by the spirit of St. Joan of Arc who 
believed in serving God valiantly and with all her heart.
Generously donated by the staff of SJA

Live Auction
Spirit of SJA:  

Keeper of the Flame 
Deluxe Package
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Gala 2024

Thank you for participating in the Annual Raffle!
Raffle tickets charged to your school tuition will 
automatically be entered into the drawing.

In addition, you can buy raffle tickets now on 
GiveSmart up until the drawing. The more raffle 
tickets you enter into the drawing, the more chances 
you have to win! 

Raffle winners will be drawn during the Gala!
1st Place:  Tuition for (1) child 2024-25 school year  
  OR $5,000 cash
2nd Place:  $1,000
3rd Place:  $500
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

• Amanda McIntyre with 
Baby Bear Photography

• Brent & Maria Anderson
• Sarah Anderson,  

Weber Grill Restaurant
• Anderson’s Book Store, 

Downers Grove
• The Anselmo Family
• Astoria Cafe and Bakery
• The Barajas Family
• BarkBox
• Beggars Pizza
• Benedictine University 

Volleyball
• Benet Academy
• John-Marc and Megan 

Berthoud
• The Bit Theater
• Black Sheep Golf Club
• Bolingbrook High School
• BP Gas Station, Lisle
• Chicago Dogs
• Chicago White Sox
• Chicago Wolves
• The Cisek Family
• Clarion Construction
• Classic Cinemas
• The Collective
• Colonial Cafe
• Coopers Hawk
• Crumbl Cookie
• The Decoste Family
• Dennis Uniform
• Dick Pond’s Running 

Company
• Downers Grove South 

High School Bookstore
• Dr. Ladone DDS Family 

Dental Center
• The Dzikowicz Family
• Egg Harbor
• Elan Photography
• Enchanted Castle
• F3
• Fair Game
• Faith Matters Committee
• Feel Good Yard Cards
• Fox Bowl
• Game of Irons
• Michael and Triona 

Garvey
• Tom and Leah Giovingo
• Girl Scout Troop 56528 

(2nd grade) 
• The Giudice Family

• Hollywood Blvd. Theatre
• Homerun Inn
• Chris & Angie Iaria
• Ike and Oak
• Innovative Orthodontic 

Centers
• The Jackson Family
• Jared Jewelry
• Joliet Slammers
• Kane County Cougars
• Dan & Jennifer Kelly
• Justin & Kim Kelly
• Kendra Scott
• The Kitchen Table
• Koval
• Beatriz Lira
• Lisle FC Soccer League
• Lisle Fire Department
• Lisle High School Athletics
• Lisle Lanes
• Lisle Park District /  

Sea Lion Pool
• Lisle Police Department
• Local Honey Trove
• Luca Osteria
• The Lugowski Family
• Derryk and Heather 

Madsen
• Will & Lisa Magnuson
• Mario Tricoci
• The Marks Family
• Marriot Theatre
• Matt and Rebecca Klody
• Melanie & Family
• Mion Soap Artistry
• Mrs. Harbauer’s Piano/

Voice/Clarinet Lessons
• The Mulligans
• Naperville Running 

Company
• Noon Whistle Brewing
• Northwestern University
• Nothing Bundt Cake, 

Wheaton
• The Novack Family
• Oriental Trading Company
• Paramount Theater
• Pedego Electric Bikes, 

Wheaton
• Perfection Servo
• Phillips Flowers
• Pinot’s Palette, Naperville
• Poundcake Bakery, Lisle
• Premier Gymnastics
• PRP Wine International

• Purely Meat Company
• Ravinia
• Rayme’s
• The Reilly Family
• Riverside Golf Club
• The Roake Family
• Robert Girgis DDS
• Rocco And Rocco, 

Downers Grove
• Rocket Ice
• Rodan + Fields, Chely 

Aracelis
• Ruth’s Chris Steak House
• Rybell’s Blow Dry Bar
• Salon Fluxx, Naperville
• The Schieszler Family
• Sea Love Candle Bar and 

Boutique
• Seven Bridges Golf Course
• SJA Room Parents and 

Families who thoughtfully 
curated class gifts for the 
auction

• SJA  Teachers and Staff 
who make class outings 
exciting and possible

• SJA Athletic Board
• SkinPerfected
• The Solano Family
• Matt & Flo Soldato
• St. Francis High School
• Starbucks (Aurora Ave.), 

Naperville
• Starbucks, Lisle
• Stacey De & Company
• The Strutz Family
• Tasting deVine Cellars
• Teremana Tequila
• The Bit Theater
• The Forge
• The NOW Spa
• The Simek-Fitch Family, 

Delta Fox, Corp.
• The Thompson Family
• Two Bostons
• The Umana Family
• The Uribe Family
• The Visher Family
• Wanda Farm
• Whoa Zone
• Whole Love Organics, Inc.
• Windy City Thunderbolts
• Wines for Humanity
• World Champs Sports Cards
• The Zilm Family

Donors
With gratitude to our generous donors, thank you!
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Gala 2024
Thank You!

A Note of Thanks...To all our Volunteers:
Good Evening! Welcome to the St. Joan of Arc’s 2024 Gala! Tonight’s success is a 
testament to the collaborative spirit that unites us all and we extend our heartfelt 
gratitude to each one of you for contributing to the magic of this evening. 
A special note of appreciation goes out to our remarkable Gala Committee and 
dedicated volunteers. It has been a joy to work with all of you. Your hard work 
and unwavering commitment have been instrumental in bringing this night to 
life. Without your efforts, this event wouldn’t have been possible. 
To our generous donors and sponsors, you are the fuel that propels SJA forward. 
Your contributions are more than financial support. We are profoundly grateful 
for your commitment to the excellence of our school, the education of our 
children and the tireless efforts of our dedicated teachers.
Lastly, to our esteemed guests, you are the heart and soul of our community. 
Your presence tonight is a reflection of what can be achieved when a community 
comes together. Your support tonight has the power to transform the way we 
invest in our students and educators. Let’s make this the most successful gala yet. 
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you. Your presence, your generosity, and 
your commitment will undoubtedly leave a lasting impact on the St. Joan of Arc 
legacy. 
God Bless,  
Becky Vacco-Giudice and Maria Anderson  
Gala Chairpersons

The Development Committee
Mrs. Michelle Picchione - Principal
Mrs. Karyn Barenbrugge - Vice Principal
Tom Giovingo - Development  
    Committee President
Gala Committee
Becky Vacco-Giudice - Co-Chair 
Maria Anderson - Co-Chair 
Sarah Anderson - Venue
Liza Schieszler - Acquisitions
Tom Giovingo - Sponsorships,  
    Run of Show
Andy Uribe - Program & Publicity
Shannon Clayton - Program & Publicity
Angel Norman - Logistics
Colleen Clark - Liaison
Gina Clinnin - Software Support

Gala Volunteers
Angela Iaria
Jeremy Jackson
Darlene McCrory
Dahlia Morello
Jennifer Neumann
Jennifer Roake
And our many generous volunteers 
not listed in this book who 
contributed time decorating, 
wrapping and setting up! 
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Our Partners, Parents 
and Parishioners helped 
make this evening 
a huge success with 
monetary or service 
donations.

We’d like to 
acknowledge our 
appreciation for your 
contribution to the 
event at all levels of 
sponsorship.

On behalf of our 
students and faculty, 
thank you for your 
kindness!

Platinum Sponsor -
• The Center for Sports 

Orthopaedics -  
 Dr Theodore Suchy

Gold Sponsors -
• Woody Buick
• State Farm Insurance -   

 Beatriz Lira
Marquee Sponsors - 
• Marsh McLennan Agency 

(Bar Sponsor)
• The Kelly Family  

(Bus Sponsor)
• The Beltran Family 

(Decorations Sponsor)
• The Mulligan Family 

(Entertainment Sponsor)
Annual Sponsor - 
• Lisle Savings Bank
Charger Sponsors - 
• Dalton and Herlahy PC
• WealthHouse
Teacher Ticket Sponsors - 
• The Becker Family
• The Clayton Family
• The Dass Family
• The Mulligan Family
• The Olejnik Family
• The Thompson Family

Sponsors
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Gala 2024
2024 Platinum Sponsor
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

2024 Gold Sponsor

Woody Woodring
President

 Illinois Largest Buick, GMC
and GM Certified Used Car Dealer

• Illinois’ largest Buick and GMC selection
• Auto Valet Service - At Home/At Office 

Service Pick up and Drop off
• Huge Selection of GM Certified Used 

Vehicles w/extended warranties
• Doorstep Delivery - If You Can’t Come 

To Woody, Woody Will Come to You.
• GM Dealer of the Year 10 Years Running!
• If You Have A Trade, We Have A Deal!

WOODYCARS.COMWOODYCARS.COM

1585 W. Ogden Ave, 
Naperville

888-558-6610
Just East of the Fox Valley Mall

SHOP
ONLINE

P033.04_Woody_Buick_GMC_4.5x7_StJoanOfArc_MagazineAd
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Gala 2024
2024 Gold Sponsor

Agent Beatriz Lira
(773)268-6000
beatrizlira.com/agent

2020 W. 35th St Chicago, Il 60609
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

2024 Bar Sponsor
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Gala 2024
2024 Decorations Sponsor

2024 Entertainment Sponsor
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

2024 Charger Sponsor

2024 Charger Sponsor
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2130 W. Roosevelt Rd. Wheaton, IL 60187 630.668.5800 

St. Francis High School is proud to support the

START HERE.
START HERE.

St. Francis High School Wheaton, IL

@SFHS_Spartans

St. Francis HS College Prep
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BENET ACADEMY

CATHOLIC. COLLEGE PREP. BENEDICTINE TRADITION.
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*For new patients starting comprehensive (Phase  2) orthodontic treatement. Total discounts cannot exceed $1500 
including insurance discounts. Offer cannot be applied toward account balances or othodontic services already delivered 
or in conjunction wiht other offers, discounts or reduced-fee plans. Dental Professionals of Illinois, PC, Jameson 

Baumgarten DMD, Shahid Sharar DDS, Timothy Quirt, DDS, Owners.

630.848.6960 | innovativeorthodcenters.com

Dr. Manal Ibrahim-Lavacca & Dr. Christine See Gin
Diplomates, American Board Of Orthodontics

NEED A DENTIST 
OR DENTAL 
SPECIALIST?

NEED A 
FUN KIDS’ 
DENTIST?

PROUDLY RECOGNIZED THE

BY ALIGN TECHNOLOGY

ORTHODONTIST 
INVISALIGN®

PROVIDER 
IN ILLINOIS
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Disney

HIGHHIGH
SCHOOLSCHOOL
MUSICALMUSICAL

JR

SJA Drama Program Presents

Friday May 3rd / Saturday May 4th
Friday May 10th, Saturday May 11th

7:30pm at SJA

This school rocks like no other!
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Save the DateSave the Date

SJA 2024SJA 2024

Color WalkColor Walk

May 17May 17
Thank you to all the teachers, 
administrators and staff at SJA school 
and parish for your support over the 
past 12 years.  We have truly been 
blessed to be Chargers!
 - Brent, Maria, Lily (‘21)  

and Griffin (‘24) Anderson

Get ready SJA, 
another Buch is headed your way!

2024-2025 Welcomes Jacob to our 
wonderful school family.

Grateful for all those who teach  
and nurture our crew.
 - Kevin and Emily Buch

1/4 PAGE FAMILY
2.125”W x 3.5”H

THANK YOU,
SJA teachers and sta�, 
for everything you do! 

The Uribe Family
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ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

Annual Sponsor


